Makram J. Khoury

Resume

Makram J. Khoury was born on 30 May 1945 in Jerusalem to Palestinian Arab parents. 

He grew up and was educated in Acre. After attending the Terra Santa College in Acre, he moved to Jerusalem in 1965 where he met Jacqueline Croneberg, a woman to have a profound influence on him during the two years he spent working with her at ‘ Theater Hamaagal’.

Recently arrived from the United States , Cronenberg brought to Israel the techniques developed in Chicago’s ‘Second City Theatre’. Her workshop in ‘theatre games and  emprovisation’ was the best learning experience he could have had .

In 1970 Makram went to study acting in London at the ‘Mountview Theater School’.he returned to Israel in 1973 and joined the ‘Haifa Municipal Theatre’ for almost twenty years . Since 1995 he has been working as a freelancer in most of the theatres in Israel and Palestine in three languages: Hebrew, Arabic and English. 

He has performed under many directors from Israel, Palestine and abroad. They include Barnie Simon of the ‘Market Theatre’ in South Africa,  Sam Basikof of the ‘Royal Danish National Theatre’ in Denmark, the English Steven Berkof , David Moucktar Elsamurai of Germany , and Najeeb Eglaal of Morroco.

Toured abroad with the Haifa Municipal Theatre:
1994
 “Waiting for Godot” performed in manmanchester, England at the “Europe city of drama festival”

1987
 “Shooting Magda” (or ”the Palestinian”) by Joshua Sobol performed in Europe at Amsterdam, Antwerp, Brussels, Frankfurt, Zeigen, Hamburg, and Munich.

1984
”Waiting for Godot” by S.Becket performed in Bonn and Heidelberg, West Germany.

1983
 “ The Island” by Athol Fugard was performed in Arabic at the:‘Stagedoor    Festival’ in Amsterdam and at the ‘theatre lucerner’in Paris, and in 1985 at the ‘Kennedy Center’ in Washington D.C . , where some performances were in Hebrew.

Toured abroad with the Cameri Municipal Theater:
1999
 “Murder” in Manheim and Heidelberg, Germany.
1998
 “Murder” by H. Levin performed at the ‘Parma Festival’ in Italy.

Toured with the Palestinian Al Casabah Theater:

1999
 “Bab Al Shams” by Elias Khoury, a monodrama in  Rabat and Casablanca, Morocco.
1998
 “The Immigrant” by G. Shehadeh in Amman, Jordan.

Toured with the National Palestinian Theatre:
2005
“Mural” by Mahmoud Darwish, Tortosa Festival, Spain. 
                                                                Theatre St-Gervais Geneve, Suisse.

Makram J. Khoury moves between two worlds and perhaps represents an emerging synthesis between them. With such rich experience, he participated in over one hundred plays. His distinguished and leading roles include the plays:

At the Haifa theater:
·  “Waiting for Godot” by S. Becket



-
Estragon

·  “The Island” by A. Fughard




-
John

· “The Palestinian” by J. Sobol




- 
Fahed

· “Tiger at the Gate” by J. Anoui



-
Hector


· “Eddy King” by N. Aloni




-
Eddy

· “Vienna on the Sea” by E. Maziah



-
Stephan

· “Saturday Sunday Monday” by E. De Fillipo


-
Lanialo

· “The Millionaress from Napoli” by E. De Fillipo

-
Genaro



· “ Antigone”by Sophocles




-
Creon

· “Platonov” by A. Chekov




-
Nikolai

· “Hedda Gabler” by H. Ibsen




-
Tessman

· “Rosemersholm” by H. Isben




-
Rosemer

“

At the Habima Theatre: 

· “The Cherry Orchard” by A. Chekov                           
-
Lopakhin



At The Beersheba Theatre:

· “Educating Rita” by W. Russel                               

-
Frank

At the Khan Jerusalem Theatre:

· “Six Characters in Search of an Author” by L. Pirandello
-
The Father

At the Hirzilya Ensemble Theatre:

· “Taninim” (Crocodiles) by J.Sobol                                 
-
Latif

At the Cameri Theatre:

· “The Investigation” by H. Pinter & D. Karmi
-
Nicholas & Ali Yasin

· “Murder” by H. Levin  



-
The Father

· “Elma” by J. Sobol




-
Franz Verfel

· “The Weepers” by H. Levin



-
The Poet

· “Donia Rosita” by F. Lorca



-
Uncle & Don Martin

· “Fuente Ovejuna” by L. DeVega


-
Head of the Village

At the Arabic Theatre in Haifa (co-founder)

· “The Blood Knot” by A. Fughard


-
Morris

· “Death of an Anarchist” by D. Foe


-
Bizani

· “Hide your Face, oh Moon” by A. Shammas
-
The Stranger

At the Al Casabah Theatre in Jerusalem and Ramallah:
· “Death  and the Maiden” by A. Dorfman

-
The doctor

· “The Immegrant” by G. Shehadeh


-
Al Mukhtar

· “Bad el Shams” by Elias Khoury


-
Khalil

At the National Palestinian Theatre Jerusalem:
· “Mural” by Mahmoud Darwish


-
The Poet

Appeared in many Israeli, Palestinian and international films that have shown abroad in movie houses and TV channels. The Palestinian film “Galilee Wedding” by Michel Khleifi, won many awards, among them “Cannes 1987 Grand Prix De La Critique International” and “Conque D’Or Festival San Sebastian 1987”. Also two important Khleifi films including “The Three Lost Jewels” and “A Song for the Stones”. Acted in three American films: “Torn Apart” with Adrian Pasdad & Cicilia Peck, Director: Jack Fisher, “Three weeks in Jerusalem” With Faye Danawy, Director: Amos Kolleck, and “The Body” With Antonio Banderas, Olivia Williams, Derek Jacobi, Director: Jonas McCord  .  and a leading role in “The Syrian Bride” director , Iran Riklis,

Stared in TV series , the most acclaimed “Michel Ezra Safra & Sons” and the mini series “A Police Man” .

Awards

1987
‘The Israel Prize’ – the highest award given by the state of Israel for achievements   


 in theatre, TV and cinema.

1986 
‘The Israeli Oscar’ for supporting film actor in two films: ‘A Narrow Bridge’ and                   

            ‘The Smile of the Lamp’.

1985 
‘Nathan Meizler’ award for Theatre Actor of the year by the Haifa Municipality.

1984
‘David Harp’ award for the Theatre Actor of the year by Yediot Aharonot 


 Newspaper.            

1983    ‘Moshe Halevy’ award for  best actor of the year by Tel Aviv Municipality.

Nominations

2004
 “The Syrian Bride “ for best leading film actor.

2002
 “The Mangalisteem” for best supporting film actor.

1998
 “The Milky Way” for best supporting film actor.

1997
 “Murder” for best leading theatre actor.

1994
 ”Educating Rita” for best leading theatre actor.

Directing for the Theatre
Karma Theatre in Haifa (in Arabic)

2002
 ‘Mummy’ I am Here’ a children play by Aliza Dolev .

1990
 ‘Wa El Arabah Taseer’ (There Goes the Courage) – A collage of adaptation by     Makram J. Khoury from three works by the Syrian writer Mahammad El Maghout: ‘The Clown’, ‘The Hunchback Bird’ , and ‘ I will Betray my Homeland’.

 ‘The Coat’ by Gogol, a monodrama. 
Arabic Theatre in Haifa

2003
 ‘The Barber of Bagdad’ by Alfred Farai.

1998
 ‘An Open Strike’ a monodrama by Mohammed Ali Taha.

1995
 ‘The King is the King’ by the Syrian Playwright Sa’adalla Wannous.


 ‘The Last Stone’ a monodrama by Miriam Yehel  and Salwa Nakarah.

El Casabah Theatre in Jurusalem and Ramallah

1997
 ‘The Clown’ by Mohammed El Maghout.

The National Palestinian Theatre

2004
‘The Pigeons flew’ by Azam Abo Sioud. 
2004-2005:
Films and TV 
2005      “Free Zone“, a film by Amos Gitai.

Role: The American.

  “Munich”, a film by Steven Spielberg.



       Role: Wael Zwaiter.
 


 “Forgiveness”, a film by Udi Aloni. 




  Role: Dr. Yetzhak Shemesh
2004      “The West Wing “, U.S.A. Warner Bros. (2 episodes) director: Alex 
                                 Graves.                       
        Role: Farad (Palestinian authority chairman). 
  “The Syrian Bride”, a film by Eran Riklis.

                                    Role: Hamed.                                                                                                                                                                                                       

  .

Theatre 

2005      “Jacob the Liar “, by J. Beker, director: Sinai Peter, Haifa Municipal Theatre.
          Role: Kovalsky.

  “Mural “, by Mahmod  Darwish, director: Amir Nizar Zoabi, National 

        Palestinian Theatre, Jerusalem. Role: The Poet. 
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